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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Under the Terms of Reference, the APANPIRG has been regularly reviewing the 

status of implementation of the Asia Pacific Air Navigation Plan through its subgroups to identify and 

address the air navigation deficiencies according to the uniform methodology approved by the ICAO 

Council. In meeting this objective, APANPIRG facilitates the development and implementation of 

action plans by States to resolve identified deficiencies, where necessary.  There are currently 17 

MET deficiencies listed in the APANPIRG air navigation deficiencies data base, which may be 

accessed by following the link at the web address: http://www.bangkok.icao.int/. 

 

2. DISCUSSION 

 

2.1 The MET deficiencies listed in the APANPIRG air navigation deficiencies data base 

were last updated as a result of APANPIRG Conclusion 22/51 to add the SIGMET deficiency for lack 

of SIGMET in the equatorial region.  A detailed summary of the MET deficiencies reviewed by 

APANPIRG/22, including the reporting form on air navigation deficiencies in the MET field in the 

Asia/Pac Region, is provided in the Attachment.  

 

  

SUMMARY 

 

This paper provides the meeting with updates to MET deficiencies listed 

in the APANPIRG list of deficiencies. 

 

This paper relates to: 

 

Strategic Objectives: 

A. Safety 

 

Global Plan Initiatives: 

GPI-18 Aeronautical information 

GPI-19 Meteorological Systems 
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3. ACTION BY THE MEETING 

 

3.1  The meeting is invited to note the information in this paper and provide any updates 

relevant to APANPIRG deficiencies in the MET field. 

 

 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
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ATTACHMENT 

(extract from APANPIRG/22 – Final Report) 

 

4.6 Deficiencies in the MET field 

 

4.6.1 The meeting noted the progress made to overcome some of the deficiencies based on 

report of implementation by States and Regional OPMET Data Bank (RODB) monitoring. 

 

4.6.2 The meeting noted with appreciation that Lao PDR had established a Meteorological 

Watch Office (MWO) on 1 April 2010 and began issuing SIGMET in March 2011. RODB Bangkok 

monitored SIGMET issued by Lao PDR for the period from 1 March 2011 to 27 April 2011. Lao PDR 

was advised of the formatting problems identified during the monitoring and was requested to correct 

such problems. The meeting considered that this deficiency should be removed provided that: 1) 

format errors have been addressed; 2) SIGMET is issued routinely when warranted, and 3) the airlines 

are satisfied with the results. It was recognized that further progress was warranted before removing 

this deficiency from the list. 

 

4.6.3 The Regional Office received notification from DPR Korea on 30 March 2009 of the 

establishment of a MWO. It was evident that DPR Korea was producing SIGMET on a regular basis 

and was providing routing SIGMET to RODB Tokyo. The meeting commended the progress 

associated with the Sunan MWO. It was agreed that if DPR Korea continued issuance of SIGMET in 

accordance to Annex 3 occurred for another six months and if DPR Korea participated in the APAC 

SIGMET tests in November 2011, the deficiency would be considered for removal from the list. 

 

4.6.4 SIGMET is currently issued for the Phnom Penh FIR by the Chengdu MWO of China 

based on the letter of agreement between Cambodia and China. The MWO in Cambodia may be 

implemented by the end of 2011 and subsequently this deficiency would be considered for removal 

from the list. 

 

4.6.5 Deficiencies related to volcanic ash SIGMET needs to be corrected by Indonesia, 

Philippines and Papua New Guinea. 

 

4.6.6 A focus on the lack of SIGMET issued for the Port Moresby, Honiara, and Nauru 

FIRs raised serious concerns since this sub regional area is prone to tropical cyclones, CB and at times 

volcanic ash. IATA emphasized the importance of having hazards reported in this large sub-regional 

area that straddled the equator and deemed this situation unsafe and unacceptable to airline operations. 

It was suggested that State in a position to do so should be urged to provide this service until such 

time the respective States can provide SIGMET; as a result, the meeting adopted the following 

Conclusion. 

 

 Conclusion 22/51 – Addition of the APANPIRG Air Navigation Deficiency for 

lack of SIGMET in equatorial region 

 That, 

 

a) the lack of SIGMET for Port Moresby, Honiara, and Nauru FIRs be included in 

the list of air navigation deficiency; and 

 

b) States concerned be urged to take urgent action to seek assistance from State in a 

position to do so to provide the service until such time the States concerned can 

provide their own SIGMET. 
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4.6.7  WAFS forecasts for flight briefings 

 

4.6.7.1 Myanmar had provided the Regional Office with letters from Thai Airways and Silk 

Air stating that they are receiving WAFS forecasts in flight briefings issued by Myanmar. This has 

happened as a result of implementation of SADIS FTP. It was therefore agreed to remove this 

deficiency from the list. 

 

4.6.7.2 WAFS forecasts for flight briefings can be obtained by the WAFS Internet File 

Server (WIFS), which would be less expensive than the hardware associated with satellite retrieval. 

The South Pacific Islands States (all but two – Samoa and Solomon Islands) have registered for 

WIFS. It was noted that activation and utilization of WIFS will assist in removing the related 

deficiencies for Nauru, Kiribati and Solomon Islands 

 

4.6.8  Volcanic ash observations and dissemination 

 

4.6.8.1  Lack of volcano monitoring for the Kingdom of Tonga (AP-MET-17) was identified 

by the ICAO Technical Co-operation Project Cooperative Agreement for Enhancement of the 

Meteorological Service for Aviation in the South Pacific (CAEMSA-SP). A letter of agreement is 

being considered for the observation and dissemination of volcanic ash information between the 

Ministry of Lands, Survey, and Natural Resources and the Ministry of Transport. A recent account of 

volcanic ash observed by aircraft, but not reported by MLSNRMT of Tonga to VAAC Wellington, 

indicated the need for further action. 

 

4.6.8.2  The updated List of Air Navigation Deficiencies in the MET field is given in 

Attachment D to this paper. 

 

 

 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
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Narratives on specific deficiencies are provided: 

AP-MET-10: The CNS/MET SG/ 15 meeting also noted that Myanmar notified the Regional Office (February 2010) of an action plan on obtaining SADIS 

FTP in 2010 that would provide the required WAFS information in flight briefings. Confirmation of WAFS information is received from users therefore this 

deficiency is removed from the list. 

AP-MET-17: Included in the list of deficiencies with adoption of APANPIRG/20 Conclusion 20/75. Specifically, lack of volcano monitoring for the 

Kingdom of Tonga was identified. An agreement between the Ministry of Transport of the Kingdom of Tonga (MTKT) and the Ministry of Lands, Survey 

and Natural Resources of the Kingdom of Tonga (MLSNRKT) on the dissemination of volcanic ash information from MLSNRKT to MTKT for distribution 

to ACCs, MWOs and VAACs is under consideration. 

AP-MET-18, 19, 20: Kiribati, Nauru and Solomon Islands were encouraged to obtain WAFS forecasts via WIFS, which would mitigate this deficiency. The 

cost of acquiring WIFS will be provided by the WAFC Washington Provider State and added in the proposal to obtain a sponsor to assist States in acquiring 

WAFS products. 

AP-MET-21: Included in list of deficiencies with adoption of APANPIRG/20 Conclusion 20/75. Lack of meteorological observing station for Nauru was 

identified. Assistance is likely needed from a Donor to provide the necessary equipment and possible training for maintenance or a maintenance contract, 

which is expected to be discussed at the ICAO TCB CAEMSA-SP Phase II Donor Workshop in Vanuatu. 

 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 


